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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH IN CLEVELAND

AUGUST 23, 2026

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10AM Sanctuary Worship

* Those who are able are requested to stand Please silence all electronic devices.



WE GATHER IN THE GRACE OF GOD

PRELUDE Simple Gifts arr. Valerie Stephenson
WELCOME Pastor Stephen C. Blonder Adams
MINUTE FOR MISSION Lisa Dellafiora
INTROIT Trust In The Lord Carl LaBert Raney

Trust in the Lord with all your heart. And lean not to your own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge Him. Trust in Jesus, He will direct your path.

* CALL TO WORSHIP

O come, let us worship and bow down,

let us kneel before God our maker.
O the depth of the riches and wisdom
and knowledge of God!

Who has known the mind of the Sovereign

and who has been God's counselor?
In God's hands are the depths of the earth;
the height of the mountains is God's also.

The sea is God's for God made it;

and the hands of God formed the dry land.
Make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Come into God's presence with thanksgiving.

How unsearchable are God's judgments

and how inscrutable God's ways!
When we consider the vast reaches of infinity,
we are moved to awe and wonder.

*INVOCATION PRAYER
Let us pray together:
We tremble to think that the Source of all life,
the Creator of all worlds, is in this place, observing our worship,
knowing our innermost secrets, calling us by nhame.
O God, we dare to call on you, to bow before you,
to welcome your Word.
We tremble to think what you might expect of us,
for we remember what you expected of Moses.
You sent him against the rulers of his people
to win release from oppression.
You sent him from the comfortable places he knew
to plead for freedom amid threatening conditions.
We dare worship you, O God, knowing that you expect much from us.
Amen.

2 Hearing loop installed. Switch hearing aid to T-coil



*HYMN #69 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky HERE | AM
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1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo-ple’s pain.
3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall T send?
I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall T  send?
I will give my life to them. Whom shall T send?
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Here I am, Lord. Is it 1, Lord? I have heard you
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lead me. I will hold your peo - ple in my heart.

The stanzas here need to be understood as representing the voice of God, while the refrain (based on Isaiah
6:8) is the faithful human response to God’s call. This becomes clearer if a leader or small group sings the
stanzas, with the congregation joining on the refrain.

TEXT: Daniel L. Schutte, 1981, alt.
MUSIC: Daniel L. Schutte, 1981; harm. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011

Text and Music © 1981, 2000 OCP

HERE | AM (Schutte)
7.7.7.4.D with refrain



* CALL TO CONFESSION Natalie Ronayne

We come to worship with differing needs.

Some of us are alienated from God and people

by protective arrogance, and others, by paralyzing fears.
Some embrace their talents or education or social standing
as evidence of superiority,

while others belittle themselves

and reject the way God values them.

Whatever our particular sin, all of us need forgiveness.

Let us seek it together.

Let us join our voices in the corporate prayer of confession,
followed by time for silent personal confession.

Thus, we pray:

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Mysterious God,
we shut out the infinite dimensions and variety of who you are
to cut you down to a size we think we can manage.
Then we cut ourselves down to stereotypes we can pigeonhole.
In this limited view, creativity and spontaneity are snuffed out.
Even Jesus becomes a predictable relic of the past.
O God, forgive us for so distorting reality that we miss your surprises.
Welcome us back to your big world of possibilities.
We pray in Jesus' name.

(moment of silent confession)

*KYRIE GUARANI KYRIE
Kyrie eleison , Christe eleison,
Kyrie eleison , Christe eleison.

* ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Blessed are you when you make honest confession
and seek to be part of God's wider circle.
Move out of the wilderness of sin.
You are forgiven, set free, and empowered to live more fully.
Praise God!
Alleluia and Amen!

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Let us offer a sign of peace to one another.



* GLORIA #581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, And to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
World without end. Amen, amen.

OFFERTORY INVITATION
Please be seated.
We are invited to give with generosity,
to minister in caring ways, to lead with diligence,
to teach with enthusiasm.
We cannot be all things to all people.
But we can tithe the many gifts God pours out on us
and do our best to live up to God’s trust in us.
The offering will now be received.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Be Thou My Vision arr. Daniel Nelson

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Nought be all else to me, save that Thou art;
Thou my best thought by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word,
| ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord,
Thou my great Father and | Thy true son,
Thou in me dwelling, and | with Thee one.

Riches | heed not, nor men’s empty praise,
Thou my inheritance, now and always,
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,

High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,
May | reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun,
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my vision, O ruler of all.
* DOXOLOGY FAIRHILL

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Triune God, Whom we adore. Amen


https://www.oldstonechurch.org/giving/

* OFFERTORY PRAYER Natalie Ronayne
Let us join our voices in prayer:
From God and through God and to God are all things.
We can give nothing unless we have first received it.
We can accomplish nothing except by God's grace.
We contribute to no good cause apart from God's purposes.
We give thanks for the privilege of giving
and refrain from seeking rewards for our generosity.
Amen.

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE Bless Thou The Gifts Robert Schumann

Bless thou the gifts our hands have brought;
bless thou the work our hearts have planned.
Ours is the faith, the will, the thought; the rest, O God, is in thy Hand.

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

God of revelation,

mere flesh and blood cannot reveal divine truth;
only your Spirit can give that gift.

Be in my breath and voice,

be in our ears and understanding,

that through these words your Word may be known.
Amen.

THE READINGS
Epistle Romans 12:1-8 (Inclusive Bible)

Sisters and brothers, | beg you through the mercy of God to offer your bodies as

a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.
Don’t conform yourselves to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your
minds, so that you can judge what God’s will is—what is good, pleasing and perfect.
In light of the grace | have from God, | urge each of you not to exaggerate your
own importance. Each of you must judge yourself soberly by the standard of faith
God has given you. Just as each of us has one body with many members—

and these members don’t have the same function—so all of us, in union with Christ,
form one body. And as members of that one body, we belong to each other.

We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to each of us.

If your gift is prophecy, use it in proportion to your faith.

If your gift is ministry, use it for service.



If you are a teacher, use your gift for teaching.

If you are good at preaching, then preach boldly.

If you give to charity, do so generously;

if you are a leader, exercise your authority with care;
if you help others, do so cheerfully.

The Holy Spirit has a word for each of us today.
With God'’s help we are listening.

Gospel Matthew 16:13-20 (Inclusive Bible)

When Jesus came to the neighborhood of Caesarea Philippi, he asked the disciples
this question: “What do people say about who the Chosen One is?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptizer, others say Elijah,

still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

“And you,” he said, “who do you say that | am?” “You are the Messiah,”

Simon Peter answered, “the Firstborn of the Living God!” Jesus replied,

“Blessed are you, Simon ben-Jonah! No mere mortal has revealed this to you,

but your Abba God in heaven.

| also tell you this: your name now is ‘Rock’, and on bedrock like this | will build my
community, and the jaws of death will not prevail against it.

Here—I'll give you the keys to the reign of heaven: whatever you declare bound

on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you declare loosed on earth will

be loosed in heaven.”

Then Jesus strictly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN SING “Sing unto the Lord a new song”




NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

LIGHTING OF CANDLES, PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
We ask all these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray...

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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*HYMN #14

For the Beauty of the Earth
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the glo-ry of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For thy - self, best gift di- vine to the worldso free - ly given;
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In the course of many revisions, the original eucharistic emphasis of this text has shifted to a hymn of

thanksgiving for a wide range of human experience, with a Christological summation. It is set here to the
tune that is customary in North America, though not elsewhere.

TEXT: Follion Sandford Pierpoint, 1864, alt.

MUSIC: Conrad Kocher, 1838; abr. William Henry Mank, 1861; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906
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* COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go out to be the church,
a faithful, faith-filled people.
We have recognized Christ among us
and belong to the body that bears Christ's name.
Remember the rock of faith on which the church is built,
and find ways to nurture and develop your trust.
The responsibility is ours, together and individually,
to be Christ to our neighbors.
God grants us keys to the realm of heaven,
that we may bind and release in Christ's name.
We can introduce others to the Eternal and call them,
and ourselves, to account.
The power of death shall not prevail
against those who are in Christ Jesus.
We seek to follow the One who was fully human,
in humble obedience and simple trust.

* CHORAL RESPONSE Amen Danish Threefold

POSTLUDE Built on the Rock Medley arr. Michael Hassell

“My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”

Psalm 73:26

We continue to keep in our prayers:

JoAnn Hood, Bruce Kranicz, Scheem, Jimmy, Conrad, Gavin Morkel, Paula Morkel,
Todd St. Clair, Joyce Sabe, Dorland, Addie Singleton, Rajvinder Kaur,
Dora Berman and family, Ray Columbo and family

We pray for the repose of the soul of Sandy Columbo,
may her memory be a blessing.

We pray for those struggling with illness, convalescing, homebound or in need.
Names are generally removed after four weeks unless there is a continuing need.
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P PleaseJom us for Communion following the service this morning
| | in the Chapel.
= —t . Wednesdays at 12:15 PM please join us in the Sanctuary for a

- Mid-Week Communion Service.

xox @ The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland

) Sunday August 23

10:00AM Worship/Sanctuary

%M 11:30AM Communion/Chapel

, ﬂ.ﬁ'" 2:30PM Annual Picnic/North Olmsted Community Cabin

?". 1 11:00AM Stirring Up Hope Soup Pantry
e 12:15PM Mid-Week Communion/Sanctuary

& ix‘gy%t 0 11.30AM Communion/Chapel
e ,_"" ‘:" 12:00PM Stated Session Meeting/Cuyahoga Room

M\u

LA 1:40PM Guardians/Royals/Progressive Field

':, 12:15PM Tuesday AA Meeting/Cuyahoga Room
'{!'-‘ Wednesday September 2

}'2 ;"f.‘,‘,' ”",j..g‘.’: Tuesday September 8
LA 12:15PM Tuesday AA Meeting/Cuyahoga Room
0‘1-)& M‘”" 4,'2 Wednesday September 9
' ,‘ 11:00AM Stirring Up Hope Soup Pantry
" 12:15PM Mid-Week Communion/Sanctuary
Thursday September 10

““ “"“—- | 7:00PM Worship Committee Meeting/ZOOM

Last Sunday Attendance In-Person:94 Online:261
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There are many ways to support The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland

Online Giving:
firstprescle.org/giving

Mail to: Scan the QR Code with your phone.
The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland
Attn: Financial Office
91 Public Square
Cleveland, OH 44113
Checks should be made payable to “The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland.”
All contributions are tax-deductible and will be appropriately acknowledged at year-end.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CLEVELAND
LOVING CHRIST, SERVING CITY—SPIRITUALLY, SOCIALLY, CULTURALLY—SINCE 1820

91 Public Square, Cleveland, Ohio 44113-2058

Phone: 216-241-6145  Fax: 216-241-6149

Website: www.firstprescle.org E-Mail: info@firstprescle.org
Music copied under ccli#1638695

onelicense#A-742406
Senior Pastor: Rev. Stephen C. Blonder Adams
Parish Associate: Rev. Denise Clark-Jones
Minister of Music: Evan M. Collins

Choir

Kaya Sparks, soprano Christian Bush, tenor

Morgan Potts, alto R. Dominic Aragon, bass

Church Elders:

Clerk of Session: Beth Buchanan
Class of 2028

Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Beth Buchanan Michelle Baron Dave Finley
Judy Macuga Bernard Medie Don Urban
Melissa Maffia Bob Reid
Harriet Niles
Marty Vassel
Church Deacons:

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Mark Corey Anand Bandari Valorie Hempstead
Forrest Diehl Eric Grattan JoAnn Hood

Pam Daly Sunny Kunche Elie Medie
Ruth Finley Amy Wheeler Brad Oglesby
Alyssa Niepokny John Wheeler Mark Pichler
Lori Montero

Charlene Thornton
Church Trustees:

Class of 2027
Mike Musson

Class of 2027 Class of 2027
Dave Eifert Bruce Kranicz

By entering The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland and by your presence here,
you consent to be photographed, filmed, livestreamed, and/or otherwise recorded.
Your entry constitutes your consent to such
photography, filming, livestreaming, and/or recording and to any use, in any media for
The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland . Thank you.
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