
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The First Presbyterian 
Church in Cleveland 

                                                                            MARCH 15, 2026 
                                                      FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT                                                                                                                                        

                                                 10AM Sanctuary Worship   

 
WE GATHER IN THE GRACE OF GOD                                       

   PRELUDE                              Prelude in G minor BWV 558                                J.S. Bach 

        

 WELCOME                                                           Pastor Stephen C. Blonder Adams  

   INTROIT                                        Let The Words Of My Mouth                            Eric Thiman 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart,                                                                    
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength,                                                                             

O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  

* Those who are able are requested to stand                                 Please silence all electronic devices. 
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* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                      

Come, people of God, to know again who you are;  
return to the One who gives you life. 
 We come as children of God, 
 longing for a closer walk with our Creator. 
Come, all who see your own weakness and imperfections,  
for God is not impressed by outward appearances. 
 We respond to God's welcoming love 
 and rejoice that there is a place for us here. 
Come, all who are blind but long to see, 
all who stumble in the dark but yearn for light. 
 We are glad for this time of healing and refreshment,  
 this hour of celebration and enlightenment. 
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead,  
and Christ shall give you light." 
 We are alert to the surprises God has in store for us, 
 eager to see the new possibilities Christ offers. 
 
 

* INVOCATION PRAYER   

          Let us pray together:                                                                                                                                            
Holy God, we sense your involvement in our lives.                                                                      
Like a shepherd, you watch over us                                                                                           
and provide abundantly beyond our needs.                                                                              
You lead us in right paths when we are tempted to go astray.                                                                 
You refresh us with living water that overflows with your generosity.                                       
Let your light shine on us now to reveal truth we have not seen                                         
and open our eyes to possibilities we may not have realized.                                                    
May we be receptive to learn from you and from one another.                                 
Amen. 

 
 
 

* HYMN #816                    If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee  
                                                                                               WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 

 

Hearing loop installed. Switch hearing aid to T-coil 
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* CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                       Valorie Hempstead 

Once again we have gathered to support one another                                                          
in our common approach to the Sovereign Ruler of the universe.                                      
We who have succumbed to the subtle temptations to "play God"                                  
during another week are confronted today by the One True God,                                       
who sees through our pretenses.                                                                                              
We who are impressed by appearances                                                                                          
and regulated by the predictable                                                                                                
are challenged during this Lenten season                                                                                     
to be alert to God's action in our midst.                                                                                       
God's activity breaks through our stereotypes,                                                                        
our interpretations and our preferences to create new situations.                                           
The ways of God are not limited to our narrow understandings.                                          
How have we violated God's intention for us during the past week?                                 
Let us come to God as we are,                                                                                             
recognizing how unworthy we are to approach the One                                                                         
who embraces the universe yet believing                                                                                   
that we are known and welcomed in this Awesome Presence.                                                 
Let us confess our sin.                                                                                                             
Let us join our voices in the corporate prayer of confession,                                                                
followed by time for silent personal confession.                                                                
Thus, we pray: 
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* PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                  

Great God, above all gods,                                                                                                   
we confess that we have made idols of our rules and ways,                             
our possessions and activities, our nation and loved ones.                                              
We have tried to capture you in a tame and predictable religious system 
in which we come out on top and others are put down.                                                      
We resist your Saving Presence as you break into our usual patterns                      
to heal our brokenness and set us on new paths.                                                                   
We turn our backs on your love                                                                                               
and refuse to take the risks of caring                                                                                    
and trusting the way Christ taught us to relate to others.                                                    
Help us, O God, to recognize our sin and want to turn away from it.                                    
Give us the courage to change.                                                                                               
We pray in Jesus' name. 
    (moment of silent confession) 

* KYRIE                                                 Return to God  
(Cantor) 

Return to God with all your heart, the source of grace and mercy;                                                  
come seek the tender faithfulness of God. 

(Congregation) 
Return to God with all your heart, the source of grace and mercy;                                                  

come seek the tender faithfulness of God. 
 

* ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                        

Christ has come among us,                                                                                                                           
opening the eyes of the blind,                                                                                            
bringing light to those who have walked in darkness.                                                                         
The miracle of Christ's transforming presence is offered to you this day.                              
Receive the gift.                                                                                                                                                
Walk in the light. Let the brightness of God's love shine through you.             
 Thanks be to God. 
 

 

* PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                    
          May the peace of Christ be with you.     

              And also with you. 
    Let us offer a sign of peace to one another. 
 

* GLORIA #204                                     Stay with Me                                   STAY WITH ME 
(Cantor) 

Stay with me; remain here with me; watch and pray. Watch and pray.  
(Congregation) 

Stay with me; remain here with me; watch and pray. Watch and pray.  
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  OFFERTORY INVITATION                                                                    

Please be seated. 
God has given us all that is good and right and true.                                                           
What a joy to share these gifts with one another                                                                         
in the life of this community and far beyond our own reach.                                              
In this offering,                                                                                                                     
we return to God with eager response to all we have received.   
The offering will now be received. 

  OFFERING  

  OFFERTORY ANTHEM                       Thee We Adore                                Dale Warland 

 

Thee we adore, Lord Jesus Christ, and praise thy holy name.  

Who by the precious cross most holy hast redeemed thy people.  

 

 
* DOXOLOGY #215                    What Wondrous Love Is This            WONDROUS LOVE 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, to God and to the Lamb, I will sing.  
To God and to the Lamb who is the great I am, while millions join the theme,                  

I will sing, I will sing; while millions join the theme, I will sing!  
 

* OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                                          Valorie Hempstead 

Let us join our voices in prayer: 

O God, we do not pretend                                                                                                     
that these gifts are more than small tokens                                                                       
of what a real offering would be.                                                                                         
You ask for the commitment of our lives,                                                                               
we bring a few leftovers from the abundance of your generosity to us.    
Yet for some, there is sacrifice here,                                                                                      
for some a deep sense of appreciation and thanksgiving,                                                  
for some a conviction that all we claim as our own,                                                                        
even life itself, belongs to you                                                                                             
and is only loaned to us to manage for a while.                                                                              
Take these beginning understandings                                                                                          
and help us to grow toward faithful stewardship of all you entrust to us. 
Amen. 
 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE         We Give Thee But Thine Own                          J.S. Bach 
We give Thee but Thine own, whate'er the gift may be.  

All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord from Thee. Amen.  

https://www.oldstonechurch.org/giving/
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD    
   PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                              

Gracious God, 
illumine our hearts and minds 
as the Scriptures are read and proclaimed, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may see what is good and right and true. 
And seeing, help us to do what is pleasing to you, 
so that your glory becomes visible 
in our words and deeds. 
In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 

 

   THE READINGS       

                                                                                                                

   Psalm 23 (Congregation sings the refrain) 
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   Epistle                                Ephesians 5:8-14 (Inclusive Bible) 
 

There was a time when you were darkness, but now you are light in Christ.                           
Live as children of the light. 
Light produces every kind of goodness, justice and truth.                                                      
Be correct in your judgment of what pleases our Savior. Take no part in deeds  
done in darkness, which bear no fruit; rather, expose them. It’s shameful even to 
mention the things these people do in secret; but when such deeds are exposed 
and seen in the light of day, everything that becomes visible is light.                                                      
That’s why we read, “Awake, O sleeper, arise from the dead,                                                 
and Christ will give you light.” 

 
The Holy Spirit has a word for each of us today. 

With God’s help we are listening. 

Gospel                                            John 9:1-41 (Inclusive Bible) 

As Jesus walked along, he saw someone who had been blind from birth.                                
The disciples asked Jesus, “Rabbi, was it this individual’s sin that caused the                           
blindness, or that of the parents?” 
“Neither,” answered Jesus, “It wasn’t because of anyone’s sin—not this person’s, 
nor the parent’s. Rather, it was to let God’s works shine forth in this person. We 
must do the deeds of the One who sent me while it is still day—for night is coming, 
when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
With that, Jesus spat on the ground, made mud with his saliva and smeared the 
blind one’s eyes with the mud. Then Jesus said, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”—
“Siloam” means “sent”. So the person went off to wash, and came back able to see. 
 

Neighbors and those who had been accustomed to seeing the blind beggar began 
to ask, “Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?” Some said yes; others said no—
the one who had been healed simply looked like the beggar. But the individual in 
question said, “No—it was me.” 
The people then asked, “Then how were your eyes opened?” The answer came, 
“The one they call Jesus made mud and smeared it on my eyes, and told me to go 
to Siloam and wash. When I went and washed, I was able to see.” “Where is Jesus?” 
they asked. The person replied, “I have no idea.” 
They took the one who had been born blind to the Pharisees. It had been on a   
Sabbath that Jesus had made the mud paste and opened this one’s eyes.                    
The Pharisees asked how the individual could see. They were told, “Jesus put mud 
on my eyes. I washed it off, and now I can see.” 
This prompted some Pharisees to say, “This Jesus cannot be from God, because he 
doesn’t keep the Sabbath.” Others argued, “But how could a sinner perform signs 
like these?” They were sharply divided. 
 

Then they addressed the blind person again: “Since it was your eyes he opened, 
what do you have to say about this Jesus?” “He’s a prophet,” came the reply. 
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The Temple authorities refused to believe that this one had been blind and had              
begun to see, until they summoned the parents. “Is this your child?” they asked, 
“and if so, do you attest that your child was blind at birth? How do you account for 
the fact that now your child can see?” 
The parents answered, “We know that this is our child, blind from birth. But how our 
child came to see now, or who opened those blind eyes, we have no idea. But don’t 
ask us—our child is old enough to speak without us!” The parents answered this 
way because they were afraid of the Temple authorities, who had already agreed 
among themselves that anyone who acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah would be 
put out of the synagogue. That was why they said, “Our child is of age and should 
be asked directly.” 
 

A second time they summoned the one who had been born blind and said, “Give 
God the glory instead; we know that this Jesus is a sinner.”  
“I don’t know whether he is a sinner or not,” the individual answered. “All I know is 
that I used to be blind, and now I can see.” 
They persisted, “Just what did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 
“I already told you, but you won’t listen to me,” came the answer. “Why do you want 
to hear it all over again? Don’t tell me you want to become disciples of Jesus too!” 
They retorted scornfully, “You’re the one who is Jesus’ disciple. We’re disciples of 
Moses. we know that God spoke to Moses, but we have no idea where this Jesus 
comes from.” 
The other retorted: “Well, this is news! You don’t know where he comes from,            
yet he opened my eyes! We know that God doesn’t hear sinners, but if people are                 
devout and obey God’s will, God listens to them. It is unheard of that anyone ever 
gave sight to a person blind from birth.  
If this one were not from God, he could never have done such a thing!” 
 

“What!” they exclaimed. “You’re steeped in sin from birth, and you’re giving us                  
lectures?” With that they threw the person out. 
When Jesus heard of the expulsion, he sought out the healed one and asked,               
“Do you believe in the Chosen One?” The other answered, “Who is this One,                  
that I may believe?” “You’re looking at him,” Jesus replied. “The Chosen One is 
speaking to you now.” 
The healed one said, “Yes, I believe,” and worshiped Jesus. 
And Jesus said, “I came into this world to execute justice—to make the sightless 
see and the seeing blind.” Some of the Pharisees who were nearby heard this and 
said, “You’re not calling us blind, are you?” 
To which Jesus replied, “If you were blind, there would be no sin in that. But since 
you say, ‘We see’, your sin remains.” 
 

            The Word of the Lord.      

                     Thanks be to God. 
 

   PASTOR’S MESSAGE                                               Pastor Stephen C. Blonder Adams 
                                           “Questionable Judgement”  
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* THE NICENE CREED                  
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come Amen. 
 

  LIGHTING OF CANDLES, PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

            We ask all these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray… 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.                                   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                          
Give us this day our daily bread;                                                                                            
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;                                                                     
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                                   
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.   
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* HYMN #314                       Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness   

                                                                                                         CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 

                                                          (Verses 1,2 and 5) 
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COMMISSION AND BLESSING 

God has acted to open our eyes and ears, 
to release us from the prisons of our limited perceptions. 
 Christ shines as a light amid our darkness,  
 opening our lives to new possibilities. 
The One who lived fully God's intentions for humanity  
summons us to live as authentic human beings. 
 We have been chosen as servants of the most high God,  
 as bearers of the Spirit and mission of Christ. 
Let us go forth from this place 
to do the work of Christ among all we meet. 
 We will serve as witnesses to the Light, 
 as human beacons through whom Christ is revealed. 
God's saving love goes with us to bless and empower;  
Christ sends us out as friends and representatives. 
 We accept Christ's commission and blessing: 
 we will think and act according to God's will for us. 

 
    

* CHORAL  RESPONSE                          Polyphonic Amen                       Russell Wichmann 

             

   POSTLUDE                              Fugue in G minor BWV 558                               J.S. Bach 

 
“My flesh and my heart may fail, 

   but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”  

 Psalm 73:26 
 

 

 

 

 

We continue to keep in our prayers: 

Balavaju, Victor Georgiev, Clarence Niles, Linda Marsh, Rosa Buccino,                                         
Doris and Gus Ellis, Bruce Arnoff, Todd St. Clair, George, Tralaina, Patricia Gerard,                    

Dorland, Barbara Maloney, Gail Harris, Fletcher Hattis, Addie Singleton,                                      
Sandy Colombo, Jayne Zborowsky, Charles Rabb, Tony and Annie Carlos,                            

Courtney Knapp, Bruce Baunach, JoAnn Hood,                                                            
Gwen and Bob Baus, Judy and Frank Macuga, the Welton family   

We pray for the repose of the soul of Thelma Olmsby,                                                                                                
may her memory be a blessing.                                                                                                 

We pray for those struggling with illness, convalescing, homebound or in need. 
Names are generally removed after four weeks unless there is a continuing need.  
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Church Elders: 
Clerk of Session: Beth Buchanan 

Church Deacons: 

Church Trustees:  

By entering The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland and by your presence here,                                        
you consent to be photographed, filmed, livestreamed, and/or otherwise recorded.                                             

Your entry constitutes your consent to such                                                                                  
photography, filming, livestreaming, and/or recording and to any use, in any media for                                 

The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland . Thank you 

Leah Jennings Brown, soprano         Christian Bush, tenor 
Kaya Sparks, soprano Anthony Steward, tenor 

Val Sibila, soprano                               Noah Whitaker, tenor 
                               

Rayna Brooks, alto R. Dominic Aragon, bass 
Reese Henrick, alto                              Christopher Clark, bass 
Morgan Potts, alto                           Albert Donze, bass                           

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028 
Beth Buchanan Michelle Baron Dave Finley 
Judy Macuga Bernard Medie Don Urban 

      Melissa Maffia Bob Reid  
Harriet Niles   
Marty Vassel   

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028 
           Mark Corey Anand Bandari     Valorie Hempstead 
          Forrest Diehl Eric Grattan            JoAnn Hood 
             Pam Daly Sunny Kunche Elie Medie 
            Ruth Finley  Amy Wheeler Brad Oglesby 
       Alyssa Niepokny  John Wheeler  Mark Pichler 
      Charlene Thornton    Lori Montero 

Class of 2027 Class of 2027 Class of 2027 
Dave Eifert Bruce Kranicz Mike Musson 

There are many ways to support The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland 
Online Giving:                                                                         
    firstprescle.org/giving                                                                                 
    
Mail to:                                                                                       Scan the QR Code with your phone. 

The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland 
Attn: Financial Office 
1380 Ontario Street 

     Cleveland, OH 44113                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Checks should be made payable to “The First Presbyterian Church in Cleveland.”  

All contributions are tax-deductible and will be appropriately acknowledged at year-end. 


